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TO one of Ae leres or arts has 4060 U mord . to Aw | 
LN invention tan NAVIGATION, and none has more liberally 
rewarded the labours of mankind. To Navigation, we are indebted 
for many of the neceſſaries, but more of the comforts of life: by her 
means, the moſt diſtant countries have communſcation together, and 


reciprocally adminiſter to each others wants. 
In the improvements of this noble ſcience, Great Britain: has ſhone 8 


eminently diſtinguiſhed; yet it is certain, that adventures and under- 


takings at ſea, have not been recorded in this country in the manner 


ey merit. 
We have, undoubtedly, ſome noble editiond of detached voyages, 


oh but a e vr collection, of modern date, does not exiſt in Britain. 


The compilations of Hackluit, Purchas, and Harris, have their me- 


Tit, but the latter has been publiſhed near half, and the two former 


more than a whole century, conſequently cannot include any. of the 
modern voyages; in ſome of which, many of the nobleſt diſcoveries 


have been pombe nor are they formed 11 a ſcale tuikczently 


extenſive. 
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The work now offered to the Public, is a General Collection of 
Voyages, performed by Engliſhmen and Foreigners, compiled (as 
nearly as poſhble) in chronological order, io as to form a complete 
hiſtory of the progreſs of Navigation. 


It is obvious that ſuch a collection will anavoidably ſwell to a con- 


ſiderable ſize; and the proprietors freely confeſs, it is not their inten- 
tion to circumſcribe it within too narrow bounds. They will be more 


ſtudious to improve than to confine their work, it * the height 
the kind in 


of their ambition to render this the firſt publication o 
the world. 

The plan they have formed for the compilation i is, that all the 
early voyages ſhall be printed at large, excepting ſuch parts only, as 
are too trivial to deſerve notice, and which would increaſe the work 


too conſiderably :. where any other voyager has afterwards purſued 


the ſame tract, what is new only will be inferted ; but all variations 
will be carefully marked, and particular attention paid to do juſtice 


to every one, who, by his diſcoveries, or remarks, hath contributed 


to the information of mankind. 


Copious Prefaces will be annexed to the different voyages, where 
neceſſary, and where any authentic information reſpecting the adven- 


turer, the motives of the undertaking, or any other circumſtances de- 
ſerving notice, can be obtained. In this compilation, ſome voyages 
will be introduced, that have not been tranſlated into Engliſh, and 


others which have not appeared in print. The proprietors will be 


happy to receive any manuſcript voyage of authenticity and merit. 

As the length of this work cannot be aſcertained, the proprietors 
pledge themſelves it ſhall not be unneceſſarily lengthened, and they 
will exert themſelves to o make 1 it reſpeQable both to their country ant 
themſelves. 

For the conveniency of thoſe who may wifh:to poſteſs ſo valuable 
a publication, but whom it may not {uit to purchaſe at once, and alſo 
to afford the public an opportunity to judge of the execution, in the 
early ſtage of it, the publication will be in weekly numbers. 

Each number will contain three ſheets of letter-preſs, in quarto, or 


two ſheets and a copper-plate. The paper of the beſt kind: the types 


new, caſt for the purpoſe by Mr. Caſlon, letter-founder to his Ma- 
jeſty; and the maps and a engraved by ſome of che moſt able 
| artiſts of the age. 
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